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NEAR EAST/AFRICA INTALLIGENCE SUMVARY
GREECE

Tito remins cooi: The chonces for an early improvement of
Yugoslaev-Greek relations, specifically with regard to re-
opening the Snloniku-Belgrade raill line, have been sharply
reduced by post-election developamsnts in Greece. Tito's
recent statement that he wss prepared to cooperaste with a
Plastirgs Government under certain conditions obviously doea
not apply to the present Venizelos Cebinet, which the
Yugoslev press has severely attacked for its dependence on
rightist support. Although Tito would be cautious in any
event about devoloping closer relations with Greece, he
undoubtedly feels it politically unwise to modify his pre-
sent cool, critical attlitude toward Greece unless soms govern-
ment. free of "monarcho-fascist” influence emerges. With the
formaticn of such a government, Tito would probably feel
justified in resuming at leest limited economic ties with
Greece.

TUREXY

Where the parties stand: An examination of the platforms of
Turkey's mejor parties indicates fairly clearly that the
country's domestic and foreign policles will continue without
startling changes even if the opposition Democratic Party
(vhich hns recently suffered from internal dissension) does
unexpectedly succeed in upsetting the ruling Peoplie's Republi-
can Party at the mational elections four weeks hence. Turkey s
present forelgr policies have not only the wholehearted sUp-
port of the Democrats but also the backing of the Nation
Party, the only other party vhich bas even an outside chance
of winning mny seats, if any at all. In the domestic field,
opposition derunciatlion of the government for allegedly un-
constitutional and high-handed actions in violation of civil
liberties has recently become noticcably more moderate in

tone, doubtless because the government has taken such criticism
to heart and put into effect a number of the reforme demnded
by Turkey's pewly-formed opposition partics. W%hile hoth

the mjor parties claim to champion the cavse of individual
enterprise in eccnomic affairs. it is manifest that state
capitalism will be retained in Turkey whichesver wins. Probably
the Democrats would go somevhat farther and faster than the
PRP in giving Turkish private cepital a2 Limited chance ta
become productive and natlonally beneficial. DP leader Bayar
bag suggested that an atmosphere be created vhich will prove
helpful to private enterprise, check alliegedly extravagant
governmental operation of the otatiat aystem, and correct
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the abuses of vhat he regards as an irresponsible and 1inef-
ficient buresucracy. In rebuttal, government spokesmen point
to the great promise of naticnal economic rehabilitation now
discernible under ECA-supported programs, for which the PRP
understandably claims all the credit it can, and councer-charge
that the DP gpeaks in generalities and has nothing specific
to offer. Insofar as one issue 1is concerned--lebor--the
accusation is unjust: +the DP firmly demmnds that labor be
given the right to strike, as against the equally positive
government view that, under beneficent PRP leadership and in
view of Turkey's proximity to a largc and menacing nelghbor,
to grant labor the right to strike now would be both unnec.
egsary and dangerous.

Both parties appear {06 fcel soms legitimte apprehension
lest lMoslem religious sentiment be used by the somevhat
inchoate and immoderate Nation Party as bait to cateh votes.
Netior Party spokesmen might well accuse the PRP of no. going
far enough in its recent relaxation of rigid state control
over religion in a laicized nation and thus pick up votes
among the faithful, notably in provinces near the southern
border. Such appeals to the electorste vwill have to be care-
fully worded, however, 1f NP speakers wish to avoid the long
arm of stern Turkish law.

Controversy concerning the use or suppression of vio-
lence has not died down, particularly since President Indnfl
is making it & major theme of his election speeches. Indnfi's
warnings against violence have evoked promises by Bayar, at
least, that the Democrats will be lawv-abiding. In the last
analysis, however, much will depend upon how carefully local
officiels.-particularly those who favor the government party-- .
resist any temptation they mey have to tamper with the ballots.
Although the Turk has been sccustomed to being pushed around
(provided 1t is done by duly constituted authorities in vhat
he accepts as a proper and customary manner) ho has now been
told by both the governwent aend opposiiion that mishandling
of his electoral privileges this time would be most irproper.
If 1t happens, he will object most strenuously.

If Bayar wins: Since there 1s a possibility that the opposi.
tion Democratic Party may win the forthcoming national elections--
although all U observers so far have reperted that the govern-
ment party will almost certainly stay in power--the question
arises 83 t¢ how well the Democrats couwld conduct the nation's
affairs. The answver, based largely upon the record of the
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party's top leaders, is that they are probably capable of
doing a geod job, although doubtless they would make mistakes
and would have considerable difficulty at first in finding
efficient men for all the major and minor poats that would
have to be filled. Celal Bayar, the Democratic lcader, 1s

a former Frime Minister, one of Turkey's outstanding adminig.
trators, and, inecidentelly, one of the very fev former pro-
minent politicos in Turkey who wes once & member of perlia-
ment, under the defunct imperial Ottoman regime stilll active

in political affairs. £As a cabinet minister in the early

days of the Rcpublic, and as the first head of one of the

most powerful stete-owned "banks," Bayar pleyed an outstanding
rcle in the craeation of the Turkish systen of state capitalism--
which some observers very mistakenly appear to belleve he now
intends to destroy. Fuat KSprillll, a potential Demooratic
foreign minister (or even prims minister if B.yar should prefer
the presidency): is one of Turkey's leading figures in the
fielda of litersture and history and s memher of the Ottomen
Enpire's most farous family of statesmen. Adnan lienderes,

vho would probably get the priancipal economic post in the
governmont, is & wealtihy landowne: from Western Anatolia who
has been his party's chioef spokcanan oan financial and economic
mtters in the Netional Assembly for the past four years.
Another prospective cabinet member is Rofik Foreltan, the
fourth of the quedrumvirete of depaties who founded the
Dempereatic Party, while the veteran Refik Ince, who has

become prominent in the party slthougn not at present a member
of the Assembly, might Dossibly be given the post of Minister
of Justice, one he held during the nationalist struggls for
indepondence hefore the proclamation in 1923 of the Turklsh
Republic. What would happen if ths D mocrats won and if Bayar
chose to be prime minister rather than president is mere
difficult to predict. One possibllity is that ths presidency
might be offered to All Fuat Cebesoy, who wes ome of the
founders of the republic, has held cabinet renk, and has
preaided over the Nationsl Assembly. Cebesoy, although not

a member of the D .mocratic Party, recently resigned from the
government party and, if a high enough position were offered
him, might prosumbly be coaxed 1nto accepting it. Cebesoy's
occupancy of the top-rankinmg position would be in keeping
with Turkey's military tradition, insamuch as he ls a retired
army general with a brillient record of military leadership

in World Var I and in the War of Independence.

IRAN
The Mansur Cabinet: Just what the Pansur Goveranment will

accomplish is problemetical. The recently formed cebinet
consists mostly of seasoned veterans of Iran’s political
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porry-go-round chosen primarily for proved political abiliiy,
althouzh they are, with few exceptions, men of good reputation.
A balance to Prime Minister Mensur's opprortunism may well De
provided by Foreign Miniaster Hosein Ala, especially in Irano-
Soviet relatlons. Ala is the ou.standing member of the new
cabinet. As ambassador in VWashington, ne vorked diligently

to otrengthen Iran's relations with the West, snd he my be
expected to demand full authority in the comduct of Iran’s
foreign relations. The Prime Minister himself has executive
abllity, but he has a reputation for corruptness and is not
likely to institute reforms necessary for permnent economic
and social betterment. Unless the Shah, who is apparently
entirely responsible for Mansur’s appointment, presses HMansur
ta ect, the government mey fall into e state of poli.ical
inertia, aos Previous governments have done. Moreover, slnce
Yansur is & "Shan's man,” tho Shah's own prestige, which has
been declining as economlc deterioration continues, will
suffer further if he permits the Mansur Government to flounder.

NOTED IR BRIEF

The death of Marshal Fevzi Cakmgk 13 particularly unfortunate
from the viewpoint of the Ratlon Perty, which has thus bsen
deprived in the middle of the election campaign of the great
prestige of having Turkey's respected and only Marshal a3 its
nominal leader. Unless some other netional figurc can be
persuaded to accept the post, Hikmet Bayur (founder and real
leader of the perty) is likely to take over the party’s
titular leadership himself.

* * o

The end of the st ' of the lraqg
Petroleum Company (IPC} was accomplished on 3 April. The

strike was touched off by a report that 1,000 of the 4,000
workers were to be discharged. DMoreover, the IPC union
members objected strongly to the employment of Palestinian
Arab refugees and British personnel forpmerly connected with
the Haifa refinery. The Lebanese and Paleatinlan workers
have apparently resolved thelr difficulties. but Arab employees
remin aligned against the 400 British workers. Although the
IPC union is non.Commnist and the strikers do not appear

to have been influenced by Commmnist labor groups, agitation
agsinst the British, particularly in the o1l industry, is in
keeping with the local Comumnist line. Lebanese Conmmunists
my be expected to exploit this zenophobic temndency and in-
croasing unemployment.
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The transfer of the administration of Somalia (formerly Italian
Sommliland) from the UK to Itcly took place without incident
on L April. Little friction is expected to develop between
the new administration and the native population; thc Itallians
will probably mke every effort to conduct & model administra-
tion and to improve the lot of the Somelis, and even the
explosive Somali Youth League bas adopted a "weit end see”
poliey toward the administration. Hevertheless, the unsettled

. border between Ethiopis and Sonmlia 1is & potentlal. source of
danger in view of coaflicting Italian, s.hloplen, and Somsli
intereats in the aresa.

¥+ % »

Former Iranian Prime Minister Qevawm, despite his age and i1l
health, appears determlned to re-enter the Iranian poilitical
arena. For some months Qavam has allegedliy been conniving
with Tudeh Party members in Paris, and he recently sent a
letter to the Shah strongly challenging any atterpt on the
part of the latter to obtain veto power over parliament.
Should Qavam, who still has & conalderable following in lran,
be permitted to return to Techran, he my well attempt to regalin
political control of the country by opportunisticaily sollcit.
ing the support of Tudeh as he did in 1946. His return to
T>hran, which the Shah will probably endeavor to prevent,
might produce & serious polltical crisis in Iren.

* <t -+

The successful cutcome of the Nehru-Lisquat Al Ehan talks
gives rise to the hope of & general improvement in Indo-
Pakistan relations. The accord reached apparently applies
only to the minority problem 1ln East and West Bengal, Assanm,
and Tripura, and not to the whole of both countrics as the
Pakistanis would undoubtedly have proferred becauss of the
steady flow of refugees into western Pakistan from Uttar
Pradesh and other nearby areas. It is in the states mentioned
by the accord, however, that thoe communal situation had be-
come post critical, and honest implementation by both govern-
ments will greatly reduce the likelihood of developments which
could result in warfare. The success of the two leaeders in
reaching a muitually satisfectory agreement on so tense¢ &
subject can in itself be expected to sencourage negotiations

on other matters of serious dispute.
W

Declassified and Approved For Release 2013/05/09 : CIA-RDP78-01617A004700020015-2

= * &




- . -

Declassified and Approved For Release 2013/05/09 : CIA-RDP78-01617A004700020015-2

syﬁ&m

6.

An apreoment between Ipdisn and Palkistend J 8 has
been reported which would make ©00,000 bales of Pakistani
jute available to India, with Paxistan receiving juive goods
and other items in return. These reporis would seem to
indicate that commercial interests in the two countries,
rather than the governments, are teking the initlative in

an effort to break the trade stalemate existing between India
and Pakistan since devaluation of the Indian rupee. Ay
agreenment of this kind mst have the sanction of the respec-
tive governments, and 1t is possible that the recent talks
between the Prime Ministers mey have laid the groundwork for
fevorable official consideration of the proposals initiated
by the jute trade. If a jute agreement is reached, it could
be the forerunner of agreements among other trade assocla-
tions and the means of endlng the trade impasse which has had
such serious effects on the econopy of both countries.
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